A  FITZROY   SQUARE   BOHEMIA

for many years afterwards editor of the paper. Mr.
Hill soon became known to the public as the author of
4 Political Portraits' and the * Political Adventures of
Lord Beaconsfield,' two sets of sketches alive with mar-
vellous pen portraiture, and with a vividness of sarcasm,
which never flashed a false light.

As I am not writing chapters of history, but only giv-
ing a series of more or less connected reminiscences, I
may be allowed to indulge in some recollections of a
charming social, literary, and artistic life which began
for me somewhere about this time, and is likely to last
in my memory until the end. I speak of a sort of Lon-
don Bohemia which began to arise in the region of
Fitzroy Square. I had known, in my earlier days,
something of a London Bohemia of a different kind,
more nearly akin to that Parisian Bohemia the scenes
of whose life Henri Murger has described in immortal
chapters. The London Bohemia which I first knew
was of the regular old-fashioned sort belonging to the
realms of Fleet Street, and was made up of young news-
paper writers, young painters, young actors, and meant,
for the most part, late hours of conviviality, much beer,
much brandy and soda, many cigars, unlimited tobacco,
a good deal of temporary poverty, a common faculty for
running into debt, and that common tie which I think
I cannot better describe than as the bond of ' poor devil-
ship/ That was the ordinary sort of Bohemia about
which, perhaps, too much has been written of late years.
It had no very great harm in it, so far as I could see;
and, rest its soul, respectability and better pay have
killed it long ago. But the Fitzroy Square Bohemia of
which I come to speak, was something wholly different
in its origin and its character. It had nothing to do
with drink, or debt, or dissipation; it defied no social
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